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PEEL LITERATURE 


» it is an arresting fact that the literature of young 


countries is almost invariably manifested first in poetry, 


&. 


which might supposedly be assumed as a more sophisticated, 


> SF = = 
or at any rate a more arduous medium than prose. The ex~ 


* 
+ 


planation probably is that the pioneering zeal, the flame, 

the inspiration, whatever spirit it be that animates the 

new-born nation, when it bursts forth in words automatic- 
& : 


ally is poetry, the idiom of emotion, rather than prose, 


the language of thought. 


Certain it is that Peel County conformed to this © 
same law that gave us the classic epics, albeit on a 
less ambitious scale. For there is a surprising pre- 


ponderance of early local verse, written with a 


spontaneity and lack of self-consciousness, a picturesque- 


ness and humour (though frequently also, alas! a naiveté 
and indifference to technique) that together make the 


record a truthful index to the times, all the more 


x 


convincing because of the occasionally awkward sincerity. 


what untutored effusion by one "Sandy". ‘he opulence 
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Many valuable glimpses, almost photographic, of the 


gays of the settlers are afforded us in a short poem, 


a stanza, or even a single line, as witness the follow- — 


- 


ae = 4 
ing from "The Forsaken Hotse" by Mathias Holtby 


(Chinguacousy, 1837): 


i Sa 
Resolved to have another house 2 


He was at once decided; 
, f 
The bricks were burnt, the plan was drawn, 


The stone was haul'd, the timber sawn, 


And all things else provided. 7 
The poem interprets the feelings of a house known as 
Harrison's Church, where Mr. Holtby preached, upon = 


its abandonment when a newer (and more modern!) edifice 


was reared. 


Similar homely activities are reflected in "The 


"Leirds of Esquesing" (1826); "Canada", by John Davis, 


; = ) 
of Alton (1895); "The Canadieh Pioneers", by Helen 


rs : sa 
Hamilton (Mrs. Nelson Lindsay, of Clairville); "That . 


os 
A 


Corn Roast at Harold Hunter's", a rollicking if some- 
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of our harvests is goldenly pictured in "Thankful" 


A 
Pa 


4 
ie 


by Edna Jacques. 


More personal records and testimonies were frequent, 


no doubt as an unconscious recognition en of 
clannishly clinging together in a ee 
world. And these often mrss of dirges and 
elegies, such as "In Memoriam Mr. Thomas Grafton", 

by C.Y¥.Moore, ait Wa Mrs. Maurice Hearn", 

y3 

who was Leonora oyGreay, by "M.L.H.", 1891; and one 
with a fine, true tang, by Janet Mason, written in 


memory of Alexander McDonald of Cheltenham, whose 


burial took place in 1898. 
/ 


aS 


Sf 


Polities and patriotism were often vented. through/ 


4 


: | | 
verse, culminating ca aa a "New National Antheni" 


by A.H.Crozier, of eer portent, with zfusie 


by H.H. Gourley, An 1901; tithes rewarded with a large 


/ 
/ 


sale, cucn yee and the recognition of royalty. 


istinction was conferred 
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the well-known poet and cp ty Brampton, whose 


prolific pen flowed atc ei than 


local interest: Ahe val Visit, éQueén Victoria's 
f £ 
Jubilee, etc.” 


Another poem worthy of the attribute epic was 


written by T.B.P.Stewart, son ek Dre Stewart of Wood- 

hill, and was the prize-poem at Toronto University in 
hoe 

the author's first yeér there as a student. It was 


entitled "The New World", is couched in pentametrical 
blank verse, and abounds with lofty sentiment, pictures- 


que erudition and nobly rolling phrases. 


i 
/ 
fy 


"Occupants of an vld uraveyard" is another personal 


LL 


book of poems by John Watson, of Brampton, replete with 
forceful imagery and potent expressiveness. Published 


in 1918, it met witha response highly gratifying to 
ae a 


its popular author, well-known locally as "Scotty". 


A well-remembered figure is that of Alexander 


MeLachlan, the "Canadian Burns", who settled in Caledon 


Fader" USNR NT MN) oer Ve nyt NRHN eT eet abi 
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in 1840 at the age of twenty. Revered by all; high 

and low, and the intellectual peer of the best minds 

of his day, he published in all four volumes of verse. 
In 1887, in Association Hall, Toronto, he was presented 
with a testimonial by his admirers, fitting praise being 
given his poetic worth. The pe eee Grant of 
Queen's University, Kingston, oCcupied the chair, the 


chief address being given by Sir George Hoss, the 


Minister of-¢ jucation for Ontario. The Hon. Thomas 


D'Arcy McGee and Dr. Thomas O'Hagan were other 
familiars of his. An instance of his human sympathy 
is his share in id et a tenerit concert for David 
Low, a boy of jee who accidentally lost both arms 
through a reaping maghine ; on this occasion the bard 
read his poem, "Wee ie Low", written and printed 
specially for this Senmelisatien Many of his poems 
were very short, frequently only quatrains, but 


whether lofty or whimsical, pensive or jubilant, they 


all sparkled with a gem-like quality. A representative 


2 ee Se eee Se Se ee Se 
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example is the following: 
ON SEEING A ROSE IN A CHURCHYARD 


The last retreat of grief! 
Yon mould'ring stone 
With moss o'ergrown 


Tells 'tis a sweet relief. 


Alexander MeLachlan passed away in 1896. 


But it is not meant to imply that Peel County's 
contributions to Vanada's literature have been only in 
the form of poetry. For nearly a century many prose 
writers, some of them very fine, and a few celebrated, 
have represented this section of the country more than 


| adequately,// One notable instance is that of Dr. James | 
: Pace : ¢ —— PEEL SESE 2 i 


Algie, born in 1857, who practised for many years at 


I Ne SAEED 


tenn aE 


Alton. His fertile mind found many outlets however, 
in addition to his practice; not only was he a man of 
letters, with several volumes to his credit("Houses of 
Glass", "Bergen Worth", and "The Sword of Glenvohr" 
under the pseudonym of Wallace Lloyd) but he was also 


a frequent contributor to the press on all topics of 
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the day, an ardent worker as medical officer of Caledon 


(whose reports were admirable theses, particularly along | 


i 
| the lines of sanitation) and an active participant in 
| musical matters, as were indeed practically all the | 


members of his family. — 
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Of an altogether different type, yet gnificant 


= 
¥ 
e 


of her time and place, was Mfrs. C.P,frai i, who in 1835 


ri 
published "The Canadian/ Hous keeper and Female Kmigrant's 
Guide"; other works of her pen were "Backwoods of Canada", 
Y 


"The Canadian Crusoes", "Forest Gleanings", etc. 


/] Z "Tales, Sketches and Lyrics, From Grave to Gay", 

issued in 1858 by the Rev. K.J.McGeorge, at one time \ 
of streetsville, but later appointed toa pastoral ‘charge | 
in Scotland, was an illuminating miscellany of verse 
and prose, faithfully reproducing the environment in | 


which he lived; the following excerpt, in quasi-sonnet | 


form, is imbued with impressive dignity: 


— 


THE EMIGRANT'S FUNERAL 
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Strange earth we sprinkle on the exile's clay, 
Mingled with flowers his childhood never knew; 
Far eieans he from that mountain-top so blue, 

Shadowing the scene of his-young boyhood's play. 

But o'er his lonely trans-atlantic bed 
the ancient words of hopeful love are spoken, 
The solitude of these old pines is broken 

With the same prayers, once o'er his fathers said. 

Oh, precious Liturgy! that thus canst bring 
Such sweet associations to the soul, 

That though between us and our homes seas roll, 

We oft in thee forget our wandering, 


And in a holy day-dream tread once more 


st? 


the fresh green valleys of our native shore. . 
Fd oo 
Sidney Preston, author of "The Abandoned Farmer" 


and “On Common Ground", was a humorist of the late 


nineties, well-known all over the Continent; his daughter, 


Anna Preston, is ‘also known as an author, her books 
being "The Record of a\Silent Life" and "The Glory and 


the Dream"; but she is gift d@ along other artistic 


lines as well, ara had her own pottery kiln at 


2 me 
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Clarkson at’ one time, where she specialized in 
representations of bird-life, winning many prizes at 


the Toronto Exhibition. 
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Caroline Williamson was the pen-name of Mrs. 


Thomas E. Robertson, born in 1869 in Brampton, daughter 


of W.L.Williams, whose writings earned her high recogni- 
tion in the latter part of last century and the early 


days of this. She was a sister of Albert Curtis 
4 
BY 
Williams, the well-known Toronto artist. 
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ee 


3 } 
Another noteworthy figure was Edward WilLign“Thonson, | 
I 


born in Toronto Township in 1849, of torbeats distinguished 


é 


invited by the Hon,/ George Brown join the Globe, with 


P 
i 


he became a Be of the shee The Youth's Companion. 


in military and other _pitioial pursuifS. In 1878 he was | 


which he was connected intermivtently until 1891, when | 
After elev years of th encumbency, he lived in 


/ 
Ottawa ag a newspaper gorrespondent and was an intimate | 


Fd 
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f 
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f 


friend of the poet, Archibald Lampman. “The Many- 
f 


omnia House" aha "Old Man Savarin's Tales" were two 
/ 

of his most popes books. The following estimate has 
| of f 

been made of his importance: "Thomson will be remembered 


as a short-story writer, who also wrote successful 
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vernacular poems and other types in a fresh virile 
manner noted for its warm humanity. His yarns were 
full of life and laughter and never sacrificed action, 


although he took great care with character 


He had a great liking for adventure in life and letters, 


and whether he wrote prose or bitant verse like 


Drummond's, his humor was Aelightful. He had heart, 
brains and imagination’, and took poetry out of the draw- 
— = ing-room into the/fresh air. He was a realist in his 


liking for plain realities and persons, as well as 


eo 


int oat Mo 


plain robust diction." He died at the age of seventy- 


five years in 1924. 


at 
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Constance Ward Harper (Mrs. .G.Harper), a collector 
and connoisseur of art, was Also the author of two 
delicate volumes, one of werse, the other of fairy tales. 
She donated the sales-proceeds of the first to the 


cause of Belgian orphens a the Great War, for a 


j 
=e { 


which she received the "Order of Queen Elizabeth" from 


the King of Belgium. 
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Edmund S. Williamson, born in Brampton, in 1872, 
and known throughout the Continent as "the Dickens man", 
did much to stimulate literary appreciation. An expert 
in vickensiana, and author of "Glimpses af Dickens", 
he was at work on another volume, "Dickens in Canada" 
os oe charles prior to the fatal illness which carried 
him off in 19]5 at the untimely age of forty-two. His 
lectures, his newspaper contributions, his remarkably 
extensive library and his activities in regard to the 
Dickens Fellowship, of whose Yoronto branch he was 
founder, contributed substantially to the intellectual 
life of those around him. Aubrey 5S. Williamsm, a 
prolific and widely published poet gifted to no mean 
degree, who, though now a resident of Yoronto, spent 


much of his childhood in Brampton, is his son. 


A very important recent publication was a volume 


Pp RINT Pe OS ee ea 


of the Northwest territories by Frank Kitto, fF.H.G.S., 


an authority on those remote tracts south of the Arctic 


Ocean, many of whose findings are embodied in books and 
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pamphlets for the Dominion Government, Department of 
the Interior. The learned author is a native of 


Harrison's Neighbourhood. 


fwo more distinguished personalities who have left 
indelible marks in this field, widely differentiated 
though they be, yet bound together in their mysticism, 
are Albert Durant Watson and thomas u'Hagan. The first 
of these, br. Watson, was born at bixie in 1859, the 
youngest son of William Yule and Mary Aldred Watson. 
Educated in Toronto and g6inbures Universities, where 


he qualified as a Fellow of the Hoyal College of 


/ 5 ff y 
Physicians, he practised in Toronto until his death in 


1926, being on/the/steff of three hospitais. His was a 
many-sided nature an@’ his interests, outside his pro= 
fession, included in addition to writing, astronomy and 


# 


& 


7 3 / y : 
psychology. _Yn all he/ published six volumes of poetry, 


ineluding say Sides the Wild Bird” (1908); "Love 


aE 


and the Univérsé" (1913); "Heart of the Hills" (1917); 


and "Collected Poetical Works" (1924). Other works in 


prose were "The Sovereignty of idealism" (1904); “The 


Sovereignty of Character; Lessons from the Life of 


= = oe =< 


Jesus" (1906); Pt AGiapee Gemaases. of Jesus” (1919); 
“The Dream of God! (1922), seal finest and 


most mystical achievement; "Woman, a Poem" (1923). 2 = 
He was at one time President of th ‘Koyal Astronomical 
pesieses of Canadians, and wroté many brochures on 


; astronomical subjects; Ray dap cree Behe 


of the Kev. me bom poet-preaener of ‘St. aie 


and was mourted by countless friends for his many exept 
qualities./ His nobility of poetic utterance may be 
a the ERIROUEDE | 


"Phus on t 1 the Light of all being ia ee: 
- around us a 


On aths we have trod; 
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Entempled with God." 

Dr. Thomas O'Hagan, born in 1855 in the Toronto 
Gore, is one of the most scholarly of Canadian literary 
personalities. ee studied in American and European 
Universities, was for many years a rene and later 
became a journalist and lecturer. His career began 
with poetry: "A Gate of Flowers" (1887); "Songs of 
the Settlement" (1889); "In Dreamland" (1893); "In 
the Heart of the Meadow" (1914); "Songs of Heroic Days" 
(1916), his most popular volume; "Complete Poems" 
(1922); and "The Tide of Love" (1929). He combines 
Celtic vision with cosmopolitan culture, expressed 
with brilliant yet unobtrusive technique, and dedicated 
himself to leisurely study, writing-and travel. His 
prose includes "Studies in Poetry" (1900); canadien 
Essays" (1901); "Essays, Literary, Critical and 
Historical" (1909); "Chats by the Fireside" (1911); 


"With Staff and Scrip".(1924), his finest collection 


of essays; "The Genesis of Christian Art" (1926); 


idan 
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"Intimacies in Canadian Life and Letters" (1927), 

notable not only for its keen appraisal of French poems, 
but remarkable also for his translations of them into 

fine English poetry; "Father Morice" (1928); "Dean 
Harris" (Makers of Canadian Literature Series); and 
"Spain and her Daughters", an erudite analysis of 

South American countries. St. Michael's College, 

Toronto; Ottawa University (B.A.); Syracuse University 
(Ph.D.); Cornell, Chicago and Wisconsin (post-graduate 
work); Louvain, Grenoble and Bonn Universities (Medioeval 
History, Modern Languages and Fine Arts); Laval (Litt.D.); 
Notre Dame (L1.D.); Ottawa (Litt.D.), form his impressive 
collegiate record; he mastered fluency in some eight 

or ten European languages, and was a member of several 
learned bodies including the Authors' Club of London 


and the Dante Society of Florence. Altogether a 


brilliant and polished, yet genial and, above all, 


Hid NAAM ASEAN on te eR Pa Yili 


human scholar. 


The famous Ernest Thompson Seton, although not a 


- Peel Literature -l6<-= — | | 


native of Peel County, did sojourn there for nearly 
four years (1887 to 1890), at Mrs. W.G.Schreiber's 


(Charlotte Morrell, the well-known painter), at 


ae le |S sa aad 


Springfield-on-the-Credit. During that time this 

great naturalist and writer gathered material for many 

of his stories, particularly "The Springfield Fox", 
"Silver Spot the Crow" and "Raggylug". He also collected 


a great many bird and mammal skins, which now form part ml 


= of his renowned museun. 


Not far away, at Clarkson, is the home of a trio, ; 


each of whose members has shed literary lustre on the. 


County, namely the Livesay family. John Frederick 
Bligh Livesay, whose Canadian career started when he 
was a journalist on the Winnipeg Free Press, later 4) | 
organized and became General Manager of the Canadian + 
Press, that..great news service operating from coast to 


} 


coast upon which every daily newspaper in the Dominion = = 


? 


 & depends for its Canadian news.) The grovth of this | 


aT ao 
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organization to its present enormous importance bears 
evidence of the genius of his guidance and his cease- 
less watchfulness; the only relaxation of his vigilance 
coming in 1918, when he went overseas as Canadian 
correspondent = the Front during the last phase of the 
Great War, when he wrote a thrilling story of "Canada's 


er a 


Hundred Days". Mrs. Livesay, nee Florence Randal, a 


——— Aston 


much travelled journalist and teacher, has written 


very prolifically, but two books from her pen are 
specially significant. The one is "Shepherd's Purse", 
a volume of lyrics of exquisite musical phrasing and 
delicacy of expression, which has earned the praise of 
the world's most exacting crities. The other is “Songs 
of Ukrainia" (1915), a collection of translations, or 
rather should one say interpretations, so inspired they 
seem, of songs of the new Ukraine Canadians; short 


poignant versions of the melancholy music of that fair 


country which has given Canada so many good citizens. 


Dorothy K. Livesey, their elder daughter, with an 


a= 
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first little volume of poems, "Green Pitcher", when — 
scarcely twenty. About the same time she won the rare 


distinction of gaining the Jardine Prize for English 


Pte - 


in blank verae; eGeky Wife". Having graduated from 
Trinity College, Toronto, she is now studying at the 
Sorbonne in Paris. Truly an extraordinary family, with 
father, mother and daughter equally gifted and vertex 


= of their renown! 


Adjoining their grounds is the Clarkson home of 


? 
% ; Mazo de la Roche. Here the fame-bearing, prize-winning i 
; "Jalna" was written by this gracious tall, dark-eyed 


‘lady with the unassuming manner and witty tongue, "Jalna" 
the conqueror of the Atlantic Monthly's Ten Thousand 


Dollar Competition. Three other books, "Explorers of the 
—— ee = 


Dawn", with an immortal child-creation for one of its 


Be 


characters, "Delight" and "Possession" had preceded this 


= opus which was to prove the sensational "bull's eye", 


This, with its sequels, "The Whiteoaks of Jalna" and. 
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"Finch's-Fortune", established this charming and perhaps 
most conspicuously successful of all Peel County's 
literary figures as an internationally recognized 
candidate-elect for the Hall of Tens Hugh Walpole 
has said of her: "I am of the opinion thet the Sia 
‘ oni sa eee ) 
of Miss de la Roche's "Jalna" will greatly redound iad 
the credit of Canada's literary panne” Te drawing 
world-wide attention thereto and by encour entis young 
Canadians with ambition for that line of work." Latterly, 
Miss de la Roche has undertaken play-writing, in which 
her graphic sense of characterization and her dramatic 
flair, both vividly present in the novels, will tend to 
bring her further laurels; though the novel form alone 
of course can provide her with the opportunities for 
trenchant and epigrammatie analysis, and for the inter-. 


pretation of nature in terms of human emotion which have 


given her narrative work such signal, such distinguished, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Z 
/ 


such unique panache. 


It will probably be a surprise to many to learn 


that the much publicized Elinor Glyn hails £z0m Peel. 
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She was one of the Sutherlands of Woodburn, near 


Clarkson. 


It will be seen that Peel County has not done badly 
with this shining array of writers. And though it is 
frequently difficult to distinguish cause and effect, ey 
one must suppose some affinity to exist between to much = | 
creative talent and the general interest on the public's 
part. Festivals in memory of classical authors, 
participation in competitions, debating societies, and 
such encouraging publications as the Brampton High School 


"Quill", all form part of the literary atmosphere in 


which our region has been well steeped. 


As conclusion of this brief survey, it may Seon 
fitting to quote the following poem, which reaches 
heights suggestive of Keats. It is by Killaly Rorke, zs ; 
a new writer whose work would seem destined, to judge 
from this example, to add one more jewel to the literary 


crown of Peel County. 


I am the moon. To-night I redly 

Of Northern fires and 

Serene and eid. Beside still waters lip 
I touched a tent to sudden glean. My light | 
Fell = on two who secret dreamed n quiet deligh 


His arm was curved beneath her x a 


My glow upon her face will magic all his days. 


I think God hushed the night for them. I ox 
And left them with the shadows and to love. = 
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It is en arresting fact that the literature of young coun- 


es 


tries is almost invariably menifested first in poetry, which 

might supposedly be assumed as a more sophisticated, or et any rate 
& more arduous meCium then prose. The explenation probably is 

that the pioneering zeal, the flame, the inspiration, whatever 
spirit it be thet animates the new-born nation, when it bursts 
forth in words automatically is poetry, the idiom of emotion, 
rather than prose, the language of thought. 

Certain it is that Peel County conformed to this same law 
that gave us the classic epics, albeit on a less ambitious scale. 
For there is a surprising preponderance of early local verse, 
written with a spontaneity and lack of self-consciousness, a pictu-. 
rescueness anc humour (though frequently also, alast a na@ivete and 
indifference to techni que) that together make the record a truth- 
ful index to the times, all the more convincing because of the occa- 
sionally awkward sincerity. Many valuable glimpses, almost photo- 
graphic, of the days of the settlers are afforded us in a short 
poem, a stanza, or even a single line, as witness the following 
from "The Forsaken House" by Mathias Holtby (Chingacousy, 1837): 

Resolved to have another house 


He was at once cecidecd; 
The bricks were burnt, the plan was arawn, 


The stone was haul'd, the timber sawn, 
And all things else provided. 
The poem interprets the feelings of a house known as Harrison's 
snurech, where llr, Holtby preached, upon its abandonment when a 
newer (and more modern!) edifice was reared. 
Similar homely activities are reflected in "The Lairds of 


"Esquesing”" (1620); “Ganoda", by John Davis, of Alton (1895 ); 
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he Canacian Pioneers", by Helen Hamilton (irs, Nelson Lindsay, 
of Clairville); "That Corn Roast at Harold Tunter's", a rollicking 
if somewhat untutored effusion by one “Sandy" The opulence of 


our harvests is goldenly pictured in "Thankful" by Edna Jacques, 


More personal records and testimonies were frecuent no 


coubt as an unconscious recognition of the need of clannishly cling- 


ing together in a still unconquereé world, And these often took 
the form of dirges and elegies, such as "In Memoriam Mr, Thomas 
Grafton", by C.Y.Moore, 1866; "In Memoriam Mrs. Maurice Hearn", who 
was Leonora O'Grady, by "I.L.H.", 1891; and one with a fine, true 
tang, by Janet Mason, written in memory of Alexander 
Cheltenham, whose burial took yRace in 1698, 


McDonald of 


Politics and patriotism were often vented through verse, cul- 
ps in a "New 


‘ational Anthem" by A.I|.Crozier, of 


Meadowvale, publishec, with music by H.H.Gourley, in 1901; 


t this was 
rewarded with a large sale, much popularity and the recognition of 
royalty, 


Similar distinction was conferred on Henry Schooley, the well- 


Known poet and book-dealer of Brampton, whose prolific pen flowed on 


many an occasion of more than local interest: the Royal Visit 


Queen Victoria's Jubilee, ete. 


Another poem wor thy of the attribute epic was written by 4 
: 
T.B.P.Stewart, son of Dr, Stewart of Woodhill, 4 


anc was the prize 
poem at Loronto Universi 


ty in the author's first year there as a | 
was entitlec "The New World", is coucheé in penta- 


student. it 


metrical blenk verse, and abounds with lofty sentiment, pictures- | 
que erudition and awe nobly rolling phrases. 
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"Occupants of an Old Greveyarc" 


is another nersonal book of 
poems by John Watson, of Brampton, replete with forceful imagery and 
potent expressiveness. Published in 1916, it met. with a response 
highly eratifying to its popular author, well-known locally as 
"Scotty" 


A webl-rememberec figure is that of Alexander McLachlan, the 
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"Canadian Burns", who settled in Calédon in 1640 ah the age of twenty. 
Revered by all, high and low, and the intellectual peer of the best 


minds of his day, he published in all four volumes of verse. in see7, 


7A 


in Association Hall, Toronto, he was presented with a testimonial by 


4 


his admirers, fitting praise being given his poetic worth. The late 


Principal Grant of Queen's University, Kingston, occupied the chair, 
the chief address being civen by Sir George Ross, the Minister of 
Education for Ontario. The Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee and Dr. Thomas 


O'Hagan were other femiliars of his. An instance of his human sym- 


pathy is his Bhare in orgenizing a benefit concert for Davie Low, a 


boy of eight, who accidentally lost both arms through a reaping mach- 


ine; on this occasion the bard reac his poem, "Wee Davie Low", writ- 


ten and printed specially for this demonstration. Many of his poems 


= 


were very short, frequently only quatrains, but © dood lofty or 


Wwuimcicat, pensi’ve or jubitant, “they ald Sparkle with a gen- -like 


quazity. A represen tours 2 = is the following # 


Weare 


The last retreat of grief! 
Yon fovld' ring stone H 
With moss o'ergrown é 

Tells ‘tis a sweet relief... 


Alexander McLachlan passed away in 196, 


Bat it 


1 
ia) 


not meant gPimply that Peel County's contributions 


z, 2,1 4 
to Canada's literature have been only in the form of poetry. For 
- Saas 


"Teles, eer anc tyries, trons Vv to Gay", issued in 


1858 we the. Rev. RJ. eGeorge, & at one time of Streetsville, but 


later appointed to a pee toral charge in Scotland, was an illuminat- 
ing miscellany of verse anc prose, faithfully reproducing the env- 


ironment in which he lived; the following excerpt, in quasi-sonnet 


form, is imbued with impressive dignity: 
THR BMIGRANT'S FUNERAL ( 


Strange earth we sprinkle on the exile's clay, . 
Mingled with flowers his childhood never knew; 
Far sleeps he from that mountain-top so blue, — 

Shadowing the scene of his young boyhood! s play. 
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But o'er his lonely trans-atlantic bed 
The ancient words of hopeful love are spoken, 
The solitude of these old pines is broken 
With the same prayers, oneé o'er his fathers said. 
On, precious Liturgy! that thus canst bring 
Such sweet associations t the soul, 
That though between us and our homes seas roll, 
We oft in thee forget our wandering 
Anc in a holy day-Cream tread once thore 
The fresh green valleys of our native shore. 


Meher noteworthy figure was Edward William Thomson, born in Tor- 


a) 


~ onto Township in 1849, of forbears distinguished in military and other 


~ 


official pursuits. In 1878 he was invited by the Non. George Brown to 


join the Globe, with which he was connected intermittently until 1691,wha 
he became a member of the staff of The Youth's Companion, After eleven 


years of this encuwnbency, he lived in Ottawa as a newspaper correspondent 


a 


and was an intimate friend of the poet,Archibald Lempman. "The Many-man- 
sioned House" and "Old Man Savarin's Tales" were two of his most popular 
books. The Se\i0wing estimate has been made of his importance: "Thomson 
will be remembered as e short-story writer, who also wrote successful 


vernacular poems and other types in a fresh virile manner noted for its 
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warm humanity. His yarns were full of life and laughter end never sacri- 
ficed action, although he took great care with character portrayal. He hai 
a great liking for adventure in life anc letters, and whether he wrote 
prose or habitant verse like Drurmonc's, his humor was delightful. He had 
heart, brains and imagination, anc took poetry out of the drawing-room 
into the fresh air. He was a realist in his liking for plain realities 
and persons, as well as plain robust diction." He died at the age of 


seventy-five years in 1924. 


— Two more Cistinguished personalities 


—" “in this field, widely differentiated though they Bee bound together 


W. ave Left incelible marks 
in their mysticism, ere Albert Durent Watson and Thomas O'Hagan. The 
first of these, Pr. Watson, was bia Sie in 1859, the youngest son 
of William Yule anc Mary Alécred Watson. Educated in Toronto and Edin- 
burgh Universities, where he qualified as a Fellow of the Royal College 
of Physicians, he prectised in Toronto until his death in 1926, being 
on the staff of three hospitals.His was a many-sided nature and his in- 
terests, outside his profession, incluced in addition to writing, as- 
tronomy and psychology. In all he published six volumes of poetry, in- 


cluding "The Wing of the Wild Bira" (190e); "Love 


Universe" 
(1913); MBoart of the Hilis" (1917); anc. "Collected Peotioal Werte 
(1924), Other works im prose were "The Sovereignty of Idealism" (1904); 
"The Sovereignty of Character ;Lessons from the Life of Jesus" (1906); 
"The Three Comredes of Jesus" (1919); "The Dream of God" (1922), accre- 
dited his finest and most mystical achievement;"Woman, a Poem" (1923). 
He was at one time President of the Royal Astronomical Society of Cana- 
dians, and wrote many brochures on astronomical subjects; also the cri- 
tical appreciation of the Rev. Robert Norwood, the poet-preacher of 

St Bartholomew's, New York, in the Makers of Canadian Literature series< 
The publication of "The Twentieth Plane" in 1925 aroused considerable 


interest in spiritualism. Dr, Watson died at the age of sixty-seven, 
leaving a widow, five chilcren anc eleven srancchildren, and was mourne¢ 


by countless friendsfor his many great qualities. His nobility Bee tts. 


erance may be gathered from the following -caggplii : 
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"Thus on till the light of all being is rippling around us 
n paths we have trod; 
Till the sun bursts aloft o'er the hills where morning hath found 
Entempled with God," | us 


Dr, Thomas O'Nagan, born in 1855 in the Toronto Gore, is one of the 
most scholarly of Canadian literary personalities. He studied in American 
and Eyropean Universities, was for many Years a teacher and later became 


a journalist and lecturer. His career began with poetry: "A Gate of Flo- 


neritic netanatnaey 


osreeion starliaaanibnme 


wers" (1887) ; tin Dreamiond” oS ae the Settlement" (1889); 
"In the Heart of the Meadow" (1914); " Songs of Henoic Days" (1916), his 

most popular volume; "Complete Poems" (1922); and "The Tide of Love (1929). 
He combines Celtic vision with cosmopolitan culture, atprenuan with brill— 


“Yant yet unobtrusive technique, and dedicated himself to leisurely study, 


writing anc travel. His prose includes "Studies in Poetry" (1900); "Cana- 
eee ITA en PTO gt nen et wate 
dian Essays" (1901); " Chats by the sineatee " (1911)? "Essays, Literary, 


cera eI AAA ATO rete 


Gri tical end Historical" (1909)\ “The Genesis of Christien art" (1926) 


"With Staff and Scrip" (1924),his Finest collection of essays) intima 
cies in Diiiven bite enc Letters" (1927), notable not only for its keen 
of French poems, of them 
appraisal ef but remarkable also for his translations into fine English 
poetry; "Father Morice" (1928); "Dean Harris" (Makers of Canadian Litera- 
—— Series); anc "Spain and her Daughters", an erudite analysis of Sout 
American countries. St.Michael's College, Toronto; Ottawa University (B.A,); 
| Syracuse University (Pn.D.); Cornell, Chicago and Wisconsin (post-graduate 
work); Louvain, Grenoble and Bonn Universities (Medioe val History, Modern 
Languages ané. Pine Arts); Laval (Litt.D.); Notre Dame (L1.D.); Ottawa 
(Litt.D.), form his racteyxmncticc es collegiate record; *ecksoeckKhan 
ian eree. Tun Cy eight or ten EBuropeahi “Hevehee: SUL WREr of pose “= 


learned bocies including the Authors' Club of London and the Dante Foci et yaa | 
of Florence. Altogether a brilliant and polished, vet genial and, above aul, 


ae oe —— = ms = sti oe 


, Not far away, at Clarkson, is the home of a trio, each 
literary 
“\£ whose members has shee lustre on the County, namely the 
Livesay family. John Frederick Bligh Livesay, whose Gnadian 
career started when he was a journalist on the Winnipeg Free 
Press, later organized and became General Manager of the Ca- 
nacien Press, that great news service operating from coast to 
daily 
coast upon which aad a in the Dominion depends for 
its Canadian sees The growth of this organization to its 
present enormous importance beavs evidence oft the genius 
of his guidance and his ceaseless watchfulness; the only re- 
laxation of his vigilance coming in 1918, when he went over- 
seas as Vanadian correspondent at the *7ront during the last 
phase of the Great War, when he wrote a thrilling story of 
"Conada's Hundred Days". Mrs. Livesay, nee Florence Randal, 
a much trevelled journalist and teacher, has written very 
prolificelly, but two books from her pen are specially signi- 


S 
ficant. The one, "Shepherd's Purse", a volume of lyrics of 


exquisitex/ musical phrasing and delicacy of expression, 
nich has earned the praise of the world's most exacting 
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critics. The other is "Songs of Ukrainia" (1015), a coll- 
ection of translations, or rather should one say interpre- 
tations, so inspired they seem, , of songs of the new 
Ukraine Canadians} short poignant versions of the melan- 
choly music of that fair country which has given Canada 


5 


so many food citizens. Dorothy K.Livesa their elder 
a w Bf 


caughter, with an astonishingly early maturing of talent, 
produced her first little volume of poems, "Green Pitcher", 
when scarcely twenty. About the same time Bhe won the rare 


distinction of gaining the Jardine Prize for English poetry 


_at Toronto University with a splendid long poem in blank 
/ 


“verse, "City Wife". Having greguated from Trinity College, 


Toronto, she is now studying at the Sorbonne in Paris. 
Truly an extraordinary family, with father, mother and 
daughter equally gifted and worthy of their renowns 
Adjoining their grounds is the Clarkson home of Mazo 
de la Roche. Here the fame-bearing, prize-win:ing"Jalna" 
vas written by this gracious tall, derk-eyed lady with the 
unassuming manner and witty tongue, "Jalna" the conqueror 
of the Atlentic Monthly's Ten Thousand Dollar Competition. 
Three other books, “Explorers of the Dawn", with an immor- 
tal child-creation for one of its characters, "Delight" and 
"Possession" had preceded this opus which was to prove the 
rt 
sensational "bull's eye" ‘a ‘vith its sequels, "The Wirktem 
Whiteoaks of Jalna" and "Finch's Fortune", established this 


charming and perheps most conspicuously successful of all 


Peel County's literary figures as an internationally reco- 
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gnizec cahdidate-elect for the Nall of Fame. Hugh Walpole 
has said of nerit am of the opinion that the «victory of 
Miss de la Roche's "Jalna" will greatly recound to the cre~- 
dit of Canada's literary banner, both by drawing world-wide 
attention thereto anc by encouraging young Canadians with 
ambition for that line of work." Latterly, Miss de la Roche 
has uncertaken play-writing, in which her graphic sense of 
characterization and her dramatic flair, both vividly pre- 
sent in the novels, will tence to bring her further laurels; 
though the novel form alone of course can vrovide her with 

and epigrammatic 

the opportunities for trenchantyanalysis, anc for the inter- 
‘pretation of nature in terms of human cmotion which have 
given her narrative work such signal, such distinguished, 
such unique panache. 

It will probably be a surprise to many to learn that 
the much publicized Blinor Glyn hails from Peel. She was 
one of the Sutherlands of Woodburn, near Clarkson. 

It will be seen that Peel County has not done badly 
with this shining array of writers. And though it is fre- 
quently difficult to cistinguish cause and effect, one must 
suppose some affinity to exist between so much \ creative 
talent and the general interest on the public's \part. Fes~— 
tivals in memory of classical authors, participation in 
competitions, debating societies, anc such encouraging pu- 
blications as the Brampton High School "Quill", all form 
part of the literary atmosphere in which our region has 


been well steeped. 


SS ‘ 
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As conclusion of this brief survey, it may seem fit- 


ting to quote the following poem, which reaches heights 


suggestive of Keats, It is by Killaly Rorke, a new writer 


whose work would seem Cestinec, to jucge from this example, 


to add one more jewel to the literary crown of Peel County. 


I am the moon, To-night I redly rose through smoke 

Of Northern fires anc arched across the night 

Serene and cold. Beside still waters lippec with pine 

I touched a tent to sudden cleam. My light 

Fell full on two who secret creamed in quiet delight; 

His arm was curvec beneath her head, she smiled and 
slept. 


The soft ,<old of her hair would shame my rays. 

Her hance lay on his heart, her heart in trust ne kept; 
My ¢low upon her face will magic all his days. 

I think God hushed the night for them. I crept above 
And left them with the shadows and to love, 


B, Preah 


